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Week of Prayer, January 18-25, 1959 DUKE UNi/- TY LBRARY 


For Christian Unity JAN 14 1959 


“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, SONG REA, Nn. C. 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” § In what does Christian unity 
consist? How is it constituted? There are no easy answers to such 
questions. Nor are the answers which have been given and are being 
given consistent with one another. Even in our prayer for unity we 
find ourselves divided by differences over what Christian unity actually 
means. Furthermore, the world is confronted by the unfortunate 
spectacle of the most widely held period of prayer for Christian unity 
—January 18-25—being observed by groups with apparently contra- 
dictory purposes and aims. § Should prayer for Christian unity there- 
fore be abandoned? Is this unhappy situation ground for giving up 
common prayer for unity altogether? On the contrary, it is an argu- 
ment not only for continuing but for widening the practice. For 
Christian prayer is realistic. The contradictions which we see in the 
present observances of prayer for unity only reflect the real state of 
tragic division in the Church of Christ. Our prayer for Christian unity 
must be able to comprehend the actual situation which we are facing. 
If our prayer avoided or ignored the reality of our tragic condition 
it would not be true prayer. § In this sense, prayer for Christian unity 
can never be undertaken lightly or easily. It means taking up the 
Cross. And yet, through prayer, the burden is lifted because it brings 
the realization that unity, being the will of God, is God’s own work. 
We cannot create unity: it is the gift of God. In spite of all our human 
failings and contradictions, the sanctifying Spirit is present among us. 
He is binding us together. However imperfect our prayers, the Spirit 
presents them, purified and as one, before the Throne of Grace. And 
at the same time his fruit is manifested among us. That fruit, in spite 
of its bewildering variety, is the harvest of unity. It is that for which 
we pray. Therefore “in due season we shall reap, if we do not lose 
heart.” 


Commission on Faith and Order e World Council of Churches 
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More letters, page 7 


Marriage of Students Is Stoutly Defended 





Learn Discipline 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

May a pastor’s wife enter this “under 
300 words” discussion? (I can hear a 
male voice now saying it can’t be done, 
but I'll try!) My last paragraph in the 
following is not meant to be, in any way, 
disrespectful, I am Presbyterian through 
and through, but Presbyterians are hu- 
man. 

Re: “Should Students Marry” by John 
G. McKenzie. 

Dr. McKenzie’s remarks have brought 
to mind an unusual thanks—that my hus- 
band served in the Army during World 
War II. Otherwise the “don’t marry” 
rule would probably have been in effect 
at our seminary—and I would not trade 
those years of training for anything. We 
were married in our sophomore year at 
college. When we entered seminary we 
had one child; when we left we had two. 
Economically, it was “rough,” especially 
the last year when our only “income” was 
two preaching dates a month—all the boys 
were allowed. The Lord saw to our needs. 
As for studies, they did indeed come first, 
and it was easier for a bride to take the 
leftovers when a deadline had to be met— 
exams tomorrow, an exegetical due—than 
it would have been to share a honeymoon 
with the choir, trustees, deacons, or a few 
dozen others who take every evening and 
more. Seminary wives can (as we did) 
organize into associations, with profes- 
sors’ wives, DREs, missionaries, and pro- 
fessors themselves speaking, giving a 
wealth of advice every parson’s wife needs. 
They can (as we did) baby-sit for each 
other, not depending on the students for 
that chore. Discipline? Indeed! And the 
parson’s wife can learn a great deal of it 
reading a book while her husband studies 
Greek! Dr. McKenzie’s arguments are 
valid enough for some, though I would 
protest at having a blanket rule, disre- 
garding the couple’s ages, temperaments, 
finances, and housing arrangements. 

I am appalled at one of his statements: 
: certainly it cannot be God’s will 
that they should go contrary to the rule 
of the presbytery.” Since when was pres- 
bytery—any presbytery—infallible? His- 
tory pretty well prores it was often God’s 
will that one man, or a few, go contrary 
to the ruling body. 

MAXINE (Mrs. Robert L.) Dickson. 

Wayne, Michigan. 


(1) The ‘law of expediency’ should 
never be the deciding factor for the 
church of Jesus Christ in any issue, that 
is, unless that law derives from a consum- 
ing preoccupation with the tremendous 
task which Christ has set before us. The 
church, if it is to be Christ's church, has 
but one choice: to decide what he wants 
done, and then do it, regardless of con- 
vention, cost or cross. 

(2) The importance of the family as 
a saving community within the larger 
“familyhood” of the church has been and 
is receiving a great deal of attention 
among those who are responsible for edu- 
cational and devotional materials. The 
pastoral ministry to families is more and 
more becoming a, if not the, major task 
of the modern pastor. We permit and en- 
courage a married ministry for a very 
good reason, not merely for a giving in 
to the desires of the flesh as a necessary 
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evil. If the minister is to deal adequately 
with families, he must do so out of the 
richness of his own Christian home. On 
this, I am sure all would agree. 

(3) If our church is to be effective for 
Christ, there is no place for a low opinion 
of women or of marriage. There are those 
times and places in which the minister 
is powerless, his wife dynamic. There is 
a real place for a ministry to women, 
married and unmarried, to be best per- 
formed by women. The ministry to moth- 
ers is most often best understood and 
performed by a mother. A dual ministry 
is not only more effective, it is a must. 
Why, I ask, must we cater to a law of 
“expediency” which frowns on student 
marriages when, if we would only do it, 
we could see our way clear to train a 
“family team’ for a far more effective 
ministry to churches made up of families 
who need help from a healthy family that 
can give it? Those who are responsible 
for missions recruiting and training are 
already working on the basis of such a 
dual ministry because the mission field 
demands it. Why are we always behind 
at home? 

PETER A. ECKERT. 
Henryville, Ind. 


To the question “Should Students 
Marry?” the answer is yes, if they are 
ready and see a way to meet the financial 
obligations. It is strange that a presby- 
tery would try to make it difficult or im- 
possible for them to do so. Over half of 
my seminary class were married men and 
I was one of them. That was over thirty- 
seven years ago. I never heard any ques- 
tion raised as to whether we married ones 
were worse students or in any way were 
handicapped by our marriages or by our 
children, and to this day I know of no 
such question having been raised. I have 
known quite a few students who were 
married. There are plenty reasons why 
this makes them better students and bet- 
ter people. 

If a student should not marry because 
his family may need and demand some 
attention, then a pastor should remain 
single for the same reason. This would 
be strange talk for Presbyterians. 

U. A. Broepen. 
Union, Mississippi. 


Dissent from Micklem 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I wish. to make a few comments on 
the front page article by Nathaniel Mick- 
lem in your issue of Nov. 3 entitled “The 
Language of Religion.” The writer’s state- 
ment is that “all religious language must 
be metaphorical or analogical or mytha- 
logical.” Later on, he states, “Religious 
statements” [referring of course to Bible 
language] cannot be exactly, literally, and 
completely accurate” and “You must try 
to understand them as you try to under- 
stand the poets” and “When we speak of 
Christ’s ascending into heaven you do not 
suppose that heaven is a place” and so 
OM...-. 

Then, where did Christ go when he rose 
from the earth? A short while before, he 
had demonstrated to the disciples in the 
“upper room” that he was literal flesh and 
bone. If heaven is just a mythological con- 
cept, there would be no place for him to 
go! 


Then what becomes of our souls when 
we, true believers, die? Do we wander 
about in space? And, if Paul’s inspired 
statements in 1 Cor. 15 and 1 Thess. 4 are 
factual, as he said they were, what be- 
comes of our resurrection bodies? Don’t 
they find some resting place in the sky? 

If the chariot of fire that swept Elijah 
up, a living man, into heaven was just 
metaphorical, as the writers of your ar- 
ticle would have us think, can we imagine 
the prophet when his chariot dissolved, 
mounting one of the “horses of fire” and 
riding through the Milky Way all this 
time looking for an analogical planet to 
land in? Talking of the “scientists” mak- 
ing cheap fun of our literal views—isn’t 
the funny side with them and not on the 
Calvinists and the writers of the West- 
minster Confession of Faith? This way 
of thinking would sweep away every 
teaching of Jesus and every inspired ut- 
terance of the Holy Spirit in the Epistles 
and in Revelation. ... 

In over fifty years of pastoral work, I 
have had the joy of seeing hundreds of 
God’s people, both in health and on beds 
of illness—living and dying with those 
glorious words upon their lips: “Let not 
your hearts be troubled ... in my Father’s 
House there are many mansions—I go 
to prepare a way for you... .” Shall the 
coming generation of Presbyterians and 
others be deprived of that solace because 
they are taught that “this language cannot 
be exactly accurate’? 

The Younger Christians, who haven't 
had a chance yet to intensely study the 
Word of God and who open your paper 
for help and guidance must have a solid 
Rock on which to place their faith as well 
as a real hope which will hold them like 
an anchor chain through the storm and 
stress of life. They cannot have this and 
see God’s Word placed below the teach- 
ings of science (often “falsely so-called”). 

Our humble and kindly counsel is to 
refuse to edit such spiritistic nonsense 
even though the Oxford Press has already 
published it. Ernest H. Carson. 
Spokane, Washington. 


Williamson Eyes 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

What a vision of the Kingdom of God 
must be visible through the eyes of Miss 
Myrtle Williamson (OvuTLOOoK, Dec. 22, Pp. 
8). She has taught hundreds of young 
people to worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness. Could not her eyes lead their 
new possessor to worship God in spirit 
and in truth? 

She has taught countless Southerners 
to look at a Negro and see a brother or 
sister in Christ instead of a black person. 
Couldn’t her eyes lead an Alabamian to 
understand the truth of the Fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man? 

She has served Christ in a Christlike 
manner. She has shown us all what it is 
to live like Christ and to live in Christ. 

With our eyes and ears and hands and 
hearts we will dedicate our entire person- 
hood to the Christ and his Kingdom while 
we live. ... ALFrep G. TAYLOR. 
Charlottesville, Va. 


NOTE—Our Dec. 22 issue reported that 
the eyes of Miss Williamson, upon her 
recent death, were willed to an eye bank 
and are now the possession of an Alabama 
man whose vision had been poor since 
childhood. 

MORE LETTERS. . 
on the 
Salvation of the Jews 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








IN JAPAN, plans are being made for a 
series of services led by E. Stanley Jones 
Feb. 4-Apr. 22 in his fifth evangelistic 
campaign since World War II. Billy 
Graham is to hold a crusade in Japan 
in May or June. . .. Martin NIEMOEL- 
LER, who recently cancelled a preaching 
visit to England, will preach in Glasgow 
early this year with the assurance that he 
will not be molested by British immigra- 
tion authorities. ... Baptist MEMoRIAL 
HospItTav in Oklahoma City was the first 
hospital in the country to receive a gov- 
ernment loan (40-year, $500,000) under 
new provisions of the Hill-Burton Act. 
.. . THE CHILDREN’s Arp Society in 
Toronto will ask the Ontario government 
to enact legislation allowing doctors to 
give children blood transfusions in emer- 
gency cases “without the authority of 
parents.”. .. THE CHuRCH oF CENTRAL 
Arrica, founded by the Church of Scot- 
land Mission, is being turned over to 
African control and will become com- 
pletely independent with the Mission and 
the church fully integrated. However, 
white congregations in Zomba and Blan- 
tyre will not merge with the Church of 
Central Africa because, as a Scottish rep- 
resentative said, “Too many whites are 
against this.”... A NEw Scots Kirk will 
soon be completed in Paris and arrange- 
ments are being made for its dedication 
next spring. . . . VENTURA will be the 
name of the new $15,000,000 university 
of the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica to be located in Thousand Oaks, 
Calif. . . . SIXTEEN PROTESTANT CHAP- 
LAINS will serve aboard Caribbean cruise 
ships from January through April under 
the Passenger Ships Chaplaincy, a com- 
mittee of the National Council of 
Churches’ Department of Evangelism. . 
WINTER coaATs for foreign students on 
10 local college campuses is a project 
being back by the Greater Minneapolis 
Council of Churches. These are to be 
provided on a loan basis, dry-cleaned 
when a student leaves and made available 
for others. . . . RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE no 
longer serves as a bar to the election of 
a Roman Catholic as President of the 
U. S., members of the American His- 
torical Association were told recently by 
professors and researchers. .. . NATIONAL 
Counc or CHuRCHEs President Edwin 
T. Dahlberg, returning from a series of 
services for American service personnel 
in Spain and North Africa, called for 
more chaplains to serve these people. 


MODERATOR, RETURNING, SEES LIFE 
OF AMERICANS ABROAD AS CRUCIAL 


Upon his return from a round-the- 
world Moderatorial trip, Theophilus M. 
Taylor of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological 
Seminary told a Pittsburgh press con- 
ference: 


“The two million American citizens liv- 
ing abroad, far more than official diplomat- 
ic representatives, more than propaganda 
about democracy, or even than public 
press or Hollywood movies, represent the 
face which America turns to the world. 
These are the flesh and blood Americans 
that other nations see at first hand and 
by which they judge our nation. By the 
daily behavior of these Americans, our 
motives, our intentions and professed con- 
cern for the freedom of all men are 
brought under scrutiny and evaluated. 
Americans overseas, whose every move- 
ment is seen and pondered by those in 
whose presence they live, are the people 
through whom our nation puts its best 
foot forward or makes a fool of itself. Un- 
forturately, few Americans are aware of 
the key role they are playing in the shap- 
ing of our reputation on the world market 
of public opinion. It is possible that they 
may have been quite as responsible for the 
nose dive of America’s good name and 
prestige as the most vicious Russian prop- 
aganda. This is because their lives are a 
demonstration which cannot be denied, 
while the propaganda is often without 
foundation. 

“American race prejudice is confirmed 
by the haughty air of many Americans 
toward other nationalities. The bourgeois 
character is confirmed by the nouveau 
riche behavior of Americans abroad, who 
live with more gadgets, more luxuries, 
than they were ever accustomed to in the 
States. America’s economic imperialism 


TWO MODERATORS—Pastor Han Kyoung-Chik of Young Nak Presby- 


is confirmed by the way stenographers 
and executives live high on the hog. The 
superficiality of America’s professed hu- 
manitarian motives is confirmed by the 
huddling together of overseas Americans 
into exclusive little American ghettoes. 

“Recognizing that a majority of these 
Americans are church members, many of 
them Presbyterians, our church, through 
its Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations, feels a responsibility for 
them as church members, as representa- 
tives of our nation, and of the Christian 
faith, We must help them find a more 
positive and constructive witness for de- 
mocracy and for the gospel.” 


Training for Overseas 


At the same time Dr. Taylor an- 
nounced a new venture which is designed 
to help prepare Americans for life abroad. 
A pilot project will be held Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 6 at the Stony Point, N. Y., church 
conference center as a “Training Insti- 
tute for Laymen Going Overseas.” From 
20 to 25 laymen are expected, including 
some non-Presbyterians. 

Nineteen conference leaders will help 
with the meeting, seeking to orient those 
going abroad in relation to the culture, 
problems and opportunities for Christian 
citizenship in areas where they will be. 

Another phase of the conference will 
be to instruct pastors and church officers 
in the guidance of church members who 
are about to take overseas assignments. 

If the pilot project proves itself, plans 
call for similar conferences to be held at 





terian Church, Seoul, Korea, and Moderator of the Korean Assembly, 1953- 

55, is shown here with Presbyterian, U. P. USA Assembly’s Moderator 

Theophilus M. Taylor on his recent trip around the world. Photograph by 
K. J. Foreman, Jr. 








Stony Point and in other parts of the 
country. 

The project is sponsored by the Com- 
mission on Ecumenical Mission and Re- 
lations of which Dr. Taylor is chairman. 


The Moderator Said 
CONSERVATISM NO BAR 


In an interview in Seoul Dr. Taylor 
expressed the opinion that theological 
conservatism is no bar to Christian coop- 
eration. 

Speaking to Korean National Chris- 
tian Council leaders, he urged them to 
make their presence and views felt at all 
possible interchurch and cooperative and 
ecumenical gatherings, including those 
of the World Council of Churches. He 


said: 


“I believe that strong conservative em- 
phases such as you Korean churchmen 
represent here ought to be heard—every 
persuasion in the Christian family has a 
contribution to make. We need yours!” 


When he was asked about the possible 
danger of Koreans being overwhelmed 
or possibly disoriented by these contacts, 
Dr. Taylor compared them to Scots and 
the Dutch, declaring: 


“They say the only more solid object 
than a Scot (at least, in the Presbyterian 
world) is a Dutchman—but from every- 
thing I have ever heard, or seen on this 
trip, a Korean can out-scotch the Scots 
and out-dutch the Dutch. If Korean Chris- 
tianity is eroded, it won’t be from currents 
in the World Council of Churches.” 


Going into Korea from Hong Kong 
and Japan, Dr. Taylor went on to Thai- 
land, India, Pakistan and Geneva before 
returning home. 


Baptist Committee to 
Investigate Seminary 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—‘‘Current 
difficulties” at Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky., 
where 13 professors were dismissed last 
June, will be investigated by a six-man 
committee appointed by the executive 
committee of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention at its semi-annual meeting here. 

Temporary chairman of the committee 
is J. D. Grey, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans, a former Conven- 
tion president. 

Other members of the committee are 
the current president of the Convention, 
Brooks Hays of Little Rock, Ark., and 
four other past presidents: Louie D. 
Newton of Atlanta, Ga.; R. G. Lee of 
Memphis, Tenn.; C. C. Warren of Char- 
lotte, N.C.; and J. W. Storer of Nash- 
ville, executive secretary of the Southern 
Baptist Foundation. 

The committee was appointed at the 
request of Wade H. Bryant of Roanoke, 
Va., president of the seminary’s trustees. 
The action followed criticism by the 
American Association of Theological 


4 


Schools’ accrediting committee of the 
seminary’s administration for the way 


in which the 13 professors were dis- 
missed. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel: Mest 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Wance 
Barron, Chapel Hill, N. C., pastor; Gene 
Stone, New Castle, Pa., pastor; and Ernest 
T. Thompson, Union Seminary in Va. 


DEAD BURY DEAD 
What did Jesus mean by, “Let the 
dead bury their dead,” and where is 
this found? 


BarRON: I believe this verse occurs 
in the Gospel according to Luke, towards 
the end of the ninth chapter, and the quo- 
tation is completed by these words, “Let 
the dead bury their dead, but go thou 
and preach the Gospel.” I presume that 
the person who asks this question is dis- 
turbed by the seeming harshness of Jesus, 
his lack of proper consideration for the 
tender ties of family. But let us look at 
that in its context. Jesus is in the last 
days of his ministry and he is going up 
to Jerusalem to be crucified. Three of 
his disciples make excuses, all of them 
connected with their family responsibil- 
ity, for being excused from following 
him on this crucial mission. Jesus is 
making the demand which he 4lways 
makes for the kind of discipleship which 
puts God absolutely first. You couldn’t 
take this literally, of course. Those who 
are literally dead couldn’t bury their 
dead, but in this case the man who wishes 
to be excused in order to go bury his 
father is the one who receives this word 
from Jesus. Jesus is saying, in effect, 
you who have been called out to the gos- 
pel and have been awakened to its de- 
mands, you can serve, you are ready; 
there are many who have not been so 
called and are not ready, and they can 
attend to these other functions. I think 
this is a word we very much need today, 
when we make discipleship so easy, and 
we mustn't forget this kind of word in 
the gospel that insists that God must be 
absolutely first and the needs of his King- 
dom must take priority over even the 
closest of our personal ties. 


BEVERAGE ALCOHOL 


Do you think a real Christian would 
drink alcoholic beverages ? 

SToNE: I personally believe in total 
abstinence. I know some Christians, and 
some of these are good Christians, who 
drink and hold to the principle that as 
long as they are temperate in doing so it 
is all right. In the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., of which I am a 
member, this statement was made, re- 
cently in a social pronouncement: ‘We 
reaffirm the principles of voluntary ab- 
stinence from the use of alcoholic bev- 


erages. We call upon our churches to 
undertake programs of alcoholic educa- 
tion in which this principle is clearly 
set forth.” There have been other state- 
ments that have been made which en- 
courage Christians to abstain from the 
use of alcoholic beverages. Our church 
has also said that beverage alcohol is a 
a major threat to personality and Chris- 
tian character, penetrating and undermin- 
ing every area of life. We believe in 
total abstinence because alcohol is an 
intoxicating, habit-forming, narcotic 
drug, which is destructive to Christian 
personality, and we have the belief that 
abstinence contributes to the Christian 
use of talents, of time and possessions. 
Also it is our belief that abstinence is an 
expression of moral responsibility in 
these days when the alcchol problem is 
becoming more and more acute. I think 
and know that abstinence prevents alco- 
holism. This is a worthy, goal, to ab- 
stain from the use of alcoholic beverages. 
According to the New Testament, “It is 
good neither to eat flesh nor to drink 
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother 
stumbleth or is offended, or is made 
weak.” Again, we find in Scripture this 
saying, ‘‘All things are lawful for me, 
but all things are not expedient.” A 
Christian, according to the clear teaching 
of Scripture, should reaffirm and should 
refrain from anything that might cause 
his brother to stumble. I can say this, 
that every Christian is exhorted to con- 
sider the relevance of tctal abstinence to 
his full commitment to Christ and to his 
Christian witness. 


TO LEGALIZE LIQUOR 
Can a Christian vote to legalize 
whisky or any other evil and do so in 
good conscience? 


THompson: I would say that we have 
to realize that many of the most difficult 
choices, probably the most difficult 
choices we have to make in life, are not 
the choices between good and evil, but 
the choice between greater and lesser 
evils, greater and lesser goods, and that 
is often the choice that is forced upon 
us in our voting. We vote, if the ques- 
tion is in regard to having the state in 
the whisky business, between that and 
other possible alternatives, and if some 
of us support at the present time the 
present policy of the state of Virginia, 
it is only because that is the lesser of the 
evils between which we are forced to 
choose. When we do vote for the lesser 
of two evils, as so frequently is the case, 
not only in regard to policies but also in 
regard to candidates, we do it conscien- 
tiously, but not at all happily. We do 
the best we can under the circumstances 
that confront us. 
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Three 


HAT MAKES the difference be- 

tween a dead church and a live 
one? This question was on my mind 
as we boarded the bus for Cramond. 
When I asked the conductor where to get 
off he replied: “This is the church bus. 
All these people will get off at the church 
stop.” He was right. Forty of us got 
off and went down toward the Firth of 
Forth to the Cramond Kirk. 

Parts of the masonry of this church 
go back to the fourteenth century. Nearby 
stands a ruined tower; all that remains 
of the medieval palace of the bishops of 
this diocese. The manse stands on the 
site of one of the two Roman camps in 
this area. 

As we walked by the manse my mind 
went back to a time when the Romans 
worshipped Jupiter, Mars and Ceres on 
this spot. As we took our seats I had 
to shake myself a bit to awaken the reali- 
zation that in this church and its pred- 
ecessor the mass was celebrated for 
centuries. All these musings had to be 
put aside because we found ourselves 
part of a large and responsive Presby- 
terian congregation. 

The children’s sermon began in a some- 
what more conventional way than others 
I have heard in Churches of Scotland. 
“Boys and girls, my text is Malachi 3:6. 
‘For I am the Lord, I change not... .” 
But as the changes which come at the 
New Year and through the year were 
elaborated the sermon became more un- 
conventional. 

“We will take down our old calendars 
and put up new ones. Many of you have 
brothers and sisters. Some of them will 
go to school for the first time. Others will 
go to a new school. You will need a big- 
ger suit and a bigger pair of shoes. Your 
mama and daddy will change too. Your 
mama will have more gray hairs and your 
daddy less. Everything will be different in 
another year!. .. But God doesn’t get any 
older from year to year. God doesn’t 
change his mind.” 

The sermon closed with a cheerful ex- 
pression of best wishes to the boys and 
girls for the New Year. 


Humor and Religion 

Before the children were dismissed 
it was apparent that this was a congre- 
gation capable of laughter. Some thirty 
years ago I worshipped in a Presbyterian 
congregation in Kansas City which star- 
tled me with its laughter. In the years 
since I have become convinced that there 
is a high correlation between good humor 
and vital religion. 

The text for the adult sermon was John 


1:11: ‘He came unto his own and his own’ 


received him not.” I had heard this text 
discussed the previous Sunday at a mis- 


DR. TANNER, who is chairman of the de- 
partment of religion in the College of Woo- 
ster, Ohio, wrote this article on the basis 
of experiences during a research leave spent 
in Edinburgh last year. 
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Edinburgh Churches 


By EUGENE S. TANNER 


sion in the Canongate. I sighed resigned- 
ly. But my sigh was knocked out of me 
long before the end of the sermon. At 
the mission it was Jews of long ago who 
rejected Christ. The Jewish rejection was 
mentioned at Cramond. “They waited 
for a conqueror, a Bruce or a Douglas, 
and they got a child.” But this was only 
the prelude. Most of the sermon at 
Cramond clearly pointed up how those of 
us assembled in this congregation were 
rejecting Christ. 

“We do a lot of things at the Christ- 
mas season; but we receive him not. We 
admire those who have lived and do live 
by Christian principles; saints of the past 
and Schweitzers of the present. But do 
we accept the Christian values? What are 
we shouting about if we do not accept 
these values?” 

After the service ended we walked 
on down to the beach and looked across 
the Firth of Forth to Fife. My wife and 
I explained to our four children that 
we were standing where the Romans 
landed. But I couldn’t keep my mind on 
the Romans. I had attended a live 
church. Live churches create great min- 
isters. Great ministers preach sermons 
which are relevant. 


At Canongate 

On the first Sunday in December we 
attended the Canongate Kirk. This is 
another Edinburgh church which bears 
a heavy burden of history. Its congrega- 
tion originally worshipped in the beau- 
tiful church attached to Holyrood Palace. 
The history of the congregation thus 
dates back to 1128. This section of the 
Royal Mile which was once the gold 
coast of Edinburgh is, with the exception 
of a few new and reconstructed build- 
ings, the center of gloomy slums. How 
can a Presbyterian church where the 
royal family still worships on occasion 
make a go of it in such surroundings? 

The first thing that caught our atten- 
tion was the largest boys’ choir we heard 
in Edinburgh. I counted forty-one boys 
in the procession. We learned after the 
service that the minister had them all 
beautifully robed so that there might be 
no distinction between boys of means and 
those from poorer families. The boys 
have a well-equipped club in what was 
once the residence of Adam Smith, author 
of The Wealth of Nations. The church 
also operates a summer camp for them. 

The unexpected seems to be charac- 
teristic of Canongate Kirk. Besides the 
forty-one choir boys there were many 
children who stayed through the service. 
I was all set to listen to a children’s 
sermon but there was none. The one 
sermon of the morning was a stirring 
exposition of Roman’s 13:13: “Let us 
walk honestly, as in the day; not in 
rioting and drunkenness, not in chamber- 


ing and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying.” The sermon appropriately 
concluded with an eloquent account of 
St. Augustine’s conversion. This suffi- 
ciently held the attention of my children 
to be commented on later in the day while 
we were visiting Holyrood Palace. 

After the service I asked a gentleman 
of the congregation to show me Adam 
Smith’s grave. Scots are often shy at 
the first meeting. This is because they re- 
spect you and do not want to thrust them- 
selves on you. But once the ice is broken 
the Scot will go all out in kindly helpful- 
ness. I was shown not only Smith’s 
grave but also those of a dozen other 
notables. This was the third church in 
which friendly Scots opened the safes or 
unlocked the inner sanctums to show us 
the communion ware and historic relics. 
Parenthetically, I should add we had the 
same treatment from our neighbors. I 
will never read the parable of the Good 
Samaritan again without thinking of my 
Scottish neighbor who took off part of a 
morning to help me master the art of 
heating a house with fireplaces. 

As we stood by the alleged grave of 
Riccio, the murdered secretary of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, the minister came by. 
We expressed appreciation for his ser- 
mon and tried to introduce our children 
collectively. That would not do. It was 
well enough to know that the parents were 
Tanners but with the children it was 
different. He learned each of their names 
and shook hands with them individually. 
He relaxed and carried on a lively dis- 
cussion with them about their experiences 
in school. The qualities of this church 
were further dramatized for us when we 
learned that the manse is being rebuilt 
in the Canongate and that the minister 
will move from Regent Terrace down into 
the midst of his flock. 

We could now understand why there 
was an approximately equal division be- 
tween men and women in this congrega- 
tion. The old Canongate Kirk which by 
all rights should be in the last stage of 
senility has arisen from the ashes of its 
past. It demonstrates that the tragic 
gap between the clergy and the working- 
men can be bridged. 


At St. Giles’ 


St. Giles’ has been called “the citadel 
of Presbyterianism.” Some ten days be- 
fore attending the morning service, my 
wife and I spent an hour in St. Giles’ 
viewing the various chapels and plaques. 
This initial visit caused us to think of 
St. Giles’ as a huge war memorial and 
repository of the traditions of Scottish 
nationalism. It was easy for me to think 
of St. Giles’ as a place where the mass 
was celebrated and even as the setting 
for the fiery sermons of John Knox but 
a thousand years of history was too much. 
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] tried but I couldn't envisage St. Giles’ 
as a place where Presbyterians now wor- 
ship. My mental block was at least in 
part a product of my antipathy to too- 
close association of any kind of national- 
istic aims with the purposes of the 
church. 

When we went to St. Giles’ for a fam- 
ily service several questions were on my 
mind. Can we see the minister and hear 
his sermon from the seats that will be 
available to us in this enormous struc- 
ture? Will the minister, surrounded by 
so much history and tradition, be stuffy ? 
Will we feel spiritually at home? A cold 
rain was falling and I was prepared for 
a letdown. 

My trepidation was in vain. A truly 
great minister was in the pulpit. He 
winsomely reflected Jesus’ love for God 
and compassion for man in the midst of 
a responding congregation. The children 
were invited to gather at the chancel so 
that they might see the baptism of the 
baby. This took time but involved a 
significant recognition of personalities. 
In announcing the hymn before the ser- 
mon all those who couldn’t hear were 
invited to move to the vacant seats near 
the pulpit. In announcing the last hymn 
the minister said that a girl had com- 
plained: “Why must we sing only ten 
hymns at St. Giles’?”’? He had asked her 
what hymns she wanted. He had sung 
one of her requests, “By cool Siloam’s 
shady rill,” earlier in the service and 
were to close with another, “Lord, in the 
fulness of thy might.” 

The supreme recognition of personality 
came at the end of the sermon when the 
minister made the stunning announce- 
ment that the young man whose baby son 
had been baptized was unemployed. He 
went on to say that a congregation which 


is God's household must not let this rest 
lightly on its conscience. The text for 
the sermon was Ephesians 2:19: ‘Now 
therefore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints and of the household of God.” 
The part of the sermon which impressed 
me most ran as follows: 

“Peoples who get the wrong impres- 
sion of God’s household are in danger of 
losing their faith in God. If there is no 
love in the home the child will grow up 
cynical of love and cynical of God. Naugh- 
ty children are the products of loveless 
homes. Christian life and trust must be 
found in God’s household or young people 
will become cynical. You are fortunate 
if you have a happy home; you are doubly 
fortunate if you are happy and contribute 
to the happiness of your home. So it is 
with God’s household.” 


For All Saints 

At the close of the service the children 
were told to gather at the entrance to the 
Thistle Chapel to see in the stained glass 
four saints closely connected with Scot- 
tish history. When they were assembled 
they were asked to identify the saints. 
They did well on St. Columba and St. 
Andrew but when the minister called 
their attention to the third saint one child 
announced that it was St. Mary, Queen of 
Scots. This caused great merriment 
among the circle of adults. The third was 
St. Margaret and the fourth St. Mund. 
The real edification was in the warm 
friendliness of the minister for the chil- 
dren. The formal edification was in the 
concluding statement: “On All Saint’s 
Day we need to recognize that God’s 
household embraces not only the living 
but the saints of earlier generations.” 

The blackened stones of St. Giles’ 
which on our previous visit had echoed 
only the memories of a tumultuous past 
were now echoing a living faith. 


WASHINGTON’S TV BIBLE COURSE 
CONTINUES TO BREAK RECORDS 


WaAsHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—Washing- 
ton’s successful Bible college ‘“‘tele- 
course”’ has had its first field trip. 

Sponsors of the weekly television class 
being taught on Saturday mornings by 
Edward W. Bauman, chaplain at Amer- 
ican University, were stunned by the 
turnout. 

The field trip involved a tour of Wash- 
ington (Episcopal) Cathedral here, fol- 
lowed by a coffee hour at which class 
members met Dr. and Mrs. Bauman per- 
sonally. 

Washington Cathedral originally listed 
the Saturday afternoon event on the cal- 
endar with an optimistic notation: “prob- 
able attendance 100.” 


More Guides 

A week before the field trip, however, 
American University urgently requested 
the cathedral to plan for at least 300. 
The cathedral did. The day before the 
trip, the university told the cathedral to 
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be prepared for 500. Skeptically, the 
cathedral sent out for more coffee cups 
and recruited more volunteer guides. 

It was a good thing they did. When 
cathedral officials looked outside their 
door at 2 p.m., there were 720 people 
on hand, the largest single party to tour 
the cathedral in its 50-year history. 

Somehow enough guides were found to 
take the party through in groups of 30 
or 40 and women volunteers emulated the 
parable of the “loaves and fishes” as they 
brewed coffee by the gallon and sent out 
for more cream and sugar. 

Officials of American University, a 
Methodist institution, had hoped that 
perhaps 200 listeners would send in $2 
each for printed guides when the college 
course on “The Life and Teachings of 
Jesus” went on the air over a local tele- 
vision station in September. The first 
week saw 300 viewers send in for the 
study material. After four weeks, the 
total topped 1,000. 


From Eastern Europe 


Hromadka Tells of 
Visit to U.S.S.R. 


Churches whose heritage stems from 
the Reformation in Western Europe and 
Great Britain often fail to realize the 
extent and vitality of the Reformed peo- 
ples of Eastern Europe. Recent reports 
arriving at the Geneva headquarters of 
the World Alliance of Reformed Church- 
es demonstrate that these groups of Re- 
formed Christians have lost none of their 
zeal and dedication. 

A visit by Czechoslovak churchmen to 
churches in Soviet Russia last month 
brought an Alliance leader into contact 
with Reformed congregations in the Car- 
patho-Ukraine for the first time in many 
years. Professor Joseph Hromadka, a 
vice-president of the World Alliance, and 
Bishop Emerich Varga, a member of the 
Alliance’s European Area Administrative 
Committee, journeyed to Riga, in the 
Latvian Republic, as members of a 
church delegation to the Soviet Union. 
Professor Hromadka was also able to 
visit Ujhorod in the Carpatho-Ukraine, 
where he met Bishop Gencsy and other 
leaders of the Reformed congregations in 
the area. Bishop Gencsy heads a Re- 
formed Church of about 90,000 members 
in 90 congregations. Fifty-six pastors 
serve this important group of Christians, 
who are Hungarian-speaking. 

The report from the Carpatho-Ukraine 
marks the second time in recent months 
that the Alliance has been able to es- 
tablish contact with Reformed people in 
the U.S.S.R. Earlier this year corre- 
spondence was renewed with the super- 
intendent of the Reformed Church of 
Lithuania, which like Latvia is the home 
of a Reformed Church dating from the 
Reformation era. 

Professor Hromadka has informed the 
Alliance office that life in the Reformed 
congregations of the Carpatho-Ukraine, 
a region extensively damaged in both 
world wars, is at a surpisingly high level. 
The church maintains active cooperation 
with the Russian-speaking Baptist 
churches of the region, which are about 
30 in number. 

Formerly a part of the Reformed 
Church of Slovakia, the Carpatian 
Church began independent existence at 
the end of World War II, when the po- 
litical ties that had made the region 
a part of Czechoslovakia were removed. 
Professor Hromadka, who writes of his 
great satisfaction at being able to re- 
establish contact with this important body 
of Reformed people, hopes that addi- 
tional contact will be possible -—Divi- 
sion of Information, World Presbyterian 
Alliance, Geneva. 


x * * 
THE FINEST test of character is seen 


in the amount and the power of grati- 
tude we have.—Mrzo H. Gates. 
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Letters to the Editors 





More letters, page 2 


Earlier Discussion Moves into New Phase 





Salvation of the Jews 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

It does not seem to me that the question 
regarding the salvation of all the Jews 
has been answered in a complete and 
satisfactory manner either by Dr. Marion 
(Dec. 15), or by those who have pro- 
tested his answer. In Rom. 11:25 we read, 
“Blindness in part is happened to Israel.” 
“In part” can scarcely refer to the pro- 
portion of the people affected for in v. 32 
we read, “God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief.” Their condition on the whole 
is one of unbelief and terms descriptive 
of the general condition are used, in spite 
of the believing remnant mentioned in 
verse 5. Does not “blindness in part,” or 
“partial blindness” as we would say, refer 
to that condition concerning which the 
question is asked, “Have they stumbled 
that they should fall?” and to which the 
answer is given, “God forbid”? I expect 
that most readers of this letter would 
hasten to inform me that the statement, 
“All Israel shall be saved” refers to a 
general turning to Christ on the part of 
the Jews at the end of the present age. 
But, approximately sixty generations have 
lived and died since these words were 
written. Suppose that happy event takes 
Place today. Do sixty generations lost 
with only one saved fulfil the optimistic 
hope of this chapter? 

WALTER SHELL. 
Cheltenham, Ontario, Canada. 





First let me say that I am a Sunday 
School teacher in the Protestant Chapel 
of Stuttgart, Germany, and my OUTLOOK 
only came in today, but when I began 
to read the letters to the editors and saw 
all writers were critical of Dr. Marion’s 
comments is the OuTLooK of November 
10, I had to write. 

I want at this minute to say that I 
believe sincerely in the ideas that Dr. 
Marion proclaims and am appalled that 
so many good Christians can think of our 
Lord Jesus Christ as being so narrow and 
churchy minded. Small wonder Ralph 
Waldo Emerson made the _ statement, 
“There are so many Christians holding 
the doors of heaven closed so no one can 
get in, that they can’t get in themselves.” 
We are so busy teaching what Paul said 
that we forget what Jesus himself said. 
In most instances quotations came from 
John, a wonderful book that was written 
at least 50 years after Christ’s death. This 
by no means makes the book less impor- 
tant, but it does mean one thing. Com- 
pare the Gospel of Mark with the gospel 
of John and you will find Jesus saying 
he is the Christ right from the beginning, 
but in Mark he does not reveal his iden- 
tity until shortly before the crucifixion. 
A very technical person would wonder 
which disciple was correct. 

Also one good missionary said, the 
Apostle Paul would never have been a 
missionary had he entertained the views 
of Dr. Marion and neither would he. If 
my attitude were such as this goodly fel- 


low says his are I would not want to 


worship such a God. There would be noth- 
ing in his message for me. If God is so 
narrow-minded that he will only accept 
the doctrines of some church people, then 
we Protestants had better look again at 
the Catholic religion for they believe we 
have certainly stepped aside since we 
don’t accept the doctrines of their church. 
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As one grows in Christianity he should 
not accumulate a lot of doctrine and 
scriptural evidence to be saved, but should 
examine daily his relationship to God. 
James had a lot to say about faith and 
works and although many are happy in 
the security that we are saved by Grace 
and not by works, I wouldn’t want to face 
my Master unless I had done all I could 
for others for Christ was always holding 
the hand of our Father with one hand and 
the hand of people with the other hand. 
I am sure had the good Peter been asked 
to accept a set of doctrines before he fol- 
lowed Christ he would have been using 
fisherman’s language and staying with 
his fish. 

God is continuously reaching out for 
man and man is reaching for him. He does 
not need a set of thoroughly indoctrinated 
Christians to say whom he will save, but 
will save whom he pleases and if we are 
to abide strictly by scripture for our 
salvation, then we had better start healing 
the sick and raising the dead as the early 
church did. 

“The things that I do you shall do also 
if you will only believe in me.” How many 
of you people believe you can do the 
things Christ did? 

I am not writing this letter to be sar- 
castic nor to be branded a heretic (as I 
am sure many will think) but only trying 
to get some of you to examine your faith 
a little more closely. I have been praying 
to the Father for many years and have 
had some very wonderful experiences 
learning His will for me. We are all on 
a spiritual ladder and some are higher 
than others, but we have the responsibility 
of lending a hand to those under us rather 
than pushing them back down. 

Are the Jews saved? Only God will be 
able to answer that. Are the little chil- 
dren who have never heard of Christ nor 
probably never will hear of him doomed 
to eternal damnation? Only God will be 
able to answer that. But if God is the 
Father of Jesus Christ as Christ knew 
him, I believe he will be generous with 
those who have lacked opportunities and 
understandings of our wonderful faith. 

Mrs. JOHN R. CAWELTI. 
Stuttgart, Germany. 





To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have read with interest Dr. John H. 
Marion’s belief that Jews may possibly 
be saved without accepting traditional 
Protestant theology (THE OUTLOOK, No- 
vember 10), and the rebuttals in the De- 
cember 1 issue, and the rebuttals of the 
rebuttals in the December 15 issue. 

None of the comments on the matter 
have referred to the pertinent Scripture, 
and our own Westminster Standards ex- 
plicitly place the authority of the Scrip- 
ture above their own authority. Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, chapters 9 through 
11 discuss the matter. Paul’s conclusions 
are in 11:25-36, from which verses I would 
like to quote briefly (from the RSV): 

“Lest you be wise in your own con- 
ceits, I want you to understand this 
mystery, brethren ... all Israel will be 
saved. ... As regards the gospel they 
are enemies of God, for your sake; but 
as regards election they are beloved for 
the sake of their forefathers. For the 
gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. 
...O the depth of the riches and wis- 
dom and knowledge of God’ How un- 


searchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways!” 

So, if we burn Dr. Marion as a heretic, 
let us also burn the Apostle Paul, along 
with the portion of the New Testament 
which he wrote. 

CHARLES R. MacDOonNaLp. 
Fairfield, Va. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


. . . I was greatly interested in the 
hubbub created by the question submitted 
on the salvation of non-Christians. Dr. 
Marion's comment, it seemed to me, lacked 
definition. His answer and the assorted 
letters in return point up the dilemma of 
the Protestant faith. If there is no agree- 
ment among those in academic and the- 
ological circles, pity the poor layman who 
tries desperately to determine a stand. 
R. K. ConsTanTIAN. 

Wadesboro, N. C. 





I must confess I have been boiling ever 
since your December 1 issue containing 
the bitter letters from gentlemen who re- 
fuse to believe that the love of God is 
wider than man’s mind as expressed in 
the Confession of Faith and the Cate- 
chisms, Longer and Shorter. 

Do these brethren not realize that we 
are Trinitarians, not Unitarians? As 
Trinitarians we know and believe that 
the Word has been in the world from the 
beginning, striving with the hearts of 
men. Robert E. Speer used to say that 
those who responded to the Word were 
B.C. Christians and he went on to indicate 
that those today who have no adequate 
knowledge of the historic Jesus might 
respond to the Word and be in reality B.C. 
Christians. 

Personally, I do not believe in a two- 
compartment afterlife with a hard and 
fast division between two absolutes. The 
“many mansions” to me indicate all stages 
of character and development so that we 
take our portion of heaven or hell with 
us when we go. If I believed the two- 
compartment view and realized that those 
who have known the historic Christ are 
only a handful as compared to the vast 
ranges of humanity, I would indeed be in 
despair about the love of God. But the 
Confession they quote asserts that the 
Blessed Spirit “‘worketh when and where 
and how he will.” 

Do you remember the days when China 
was a respectable nation and Wu Ting 
Fang was its ambassador? I cannot forget 
his sneer that the Christian heaven is a 
private park. 

CHARLES F, WISHART. 
Wooster, Ohio. 


* * * 


U. P. Contacts 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


... You are the only way we old U.P.s 
have of keeping track of each other. Be- 
lieve me, you give us a real service. 

E, V. CLEMENTS. 
Hialeah, Fla. 


Good Solution 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am glad to see so many of our clergy- 
men, church officers and lay members tak- 
ing a strong stand for moderation in 
integration in public education. This 
seems to me to be a good solution to the 
problem. 

Jacos S. MacKoreLt, JR. 
Charleston, W. Va. 
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EDITORIAL 


For the 86th Congress 


There is no more thoughtful or con- 
structive approach being made to Amer- 
ica’s international relations than by the 
Friends (Quaker) Committee on Na- 
tional Legislation. As the Congress be- 
gins its 86th session this committee lists 
these as ‘some of the major challenges 
of our time: 














“how to increase international coop- 
eration, end the arms race and develop 
means of settling international disputes 
without war or threats of war; 

—‘‘how to end hunger, poverty and dis- 
ease and achieve world economic develop- 
ment by democratic means; 

—“how to develop nuclear energy and 
the use of outer space for peaceful pur- 
poses only; 

—“how to insure human rights and an 
adequate education for all people, at home 
and abroad.” 


Now, among specific legislative steps 
which the new Congress can take toward 
these goals, according to the Friends 
committee, are these: 

1. Ratify a possible treaty to end nu- 
clear weapons tests. 

2. Pass a strong disarmament resolu- 
tion and support the disarmament sub- 
committee. 

3. Spend more for peace, less for war. 

4. Study the economics of disarma- 
ment. 

5. Help insure the peaceful use of 
space, advocating an end to missiles tests 
and urging a strengthened civilian space 
program. 

6. Review the present overall Amer 
ican foreign policy. 

7. Revise the China policy. 

8. End the peactime draft. 

9. Support international economic 
growth. Under this heading there are 
these recommendations: 

(a) Provide more capital for the Devel- 
opment Loan Fund. 

(b) Provide more capital for the World 


Bank and International Monetary Fund. 
(c) Urge continued administration ef- 


forts to establish an International Devel- 
opment Association. 

(d) Separate military and non-military 
foreign aid. 

(e) Make greater use of agricultural 
surpluses. 

(f) Increase funds for UN technical as- 
sistance and special funds. 

(g) Support “World Refugee Year,” ap- 
proved by the UN General Assembly, to 
begin June, 1959. 

(h) Authorize U. S. participation in a 
new organization for trade cooperation. 

(i) Increase funds for exchange of per- 
sons and cultural exchange. 


10. Support democratic procedures: 
(1) Control the filibuster; (2) reform 
House rules. 

11. Enact civil rights legislation. 

12. Defend the right to travel abroad. 

13. Revise the American Indian pol- 
icy. 

14. Give adequate aid to education. 

15. Vote statehood for Hawaii. 

From the National Council of Church- 
es’ Washington office come these issues 
on which, it is said, religious groups 
will concentrate special attention: 

Foreign Issues: (1) The future course 
of U. S. overseas policy; (2) the question 
of more economic aid and less military 
foreign aid; (3) an expanded exchange 
of persons between the U. S. and other 
countries; (4) agreement regarding the 
testing and development of nuclear weap- 
ons; (5) peaceful uses of outer space; 
(6) additional support of refugee pro- 
grams and other United Nations projects. 

Vational Issues: (1) The move to end 
filibusters; (2) Federal aid to education; 
(3) changes in basic agricultural legisla- 
tion, (4) extension of the peacetime mili- 
tary draft which expires June 30; and 
(5) bills aimed at curbing the powers 
of the U. S. Supreme Court or overcoming 
rulings handed down by the court. 


Where People Live 


The present emphasis throughout the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, on 
desegregation in housing situations is 
undoubtedly right—if something decisive 
is to be done about the total race relations 
issue. All questions about segregation 
in relation to church membership, school 
ittendance and all the rest are somewhat 
artificial so long as the housing issue is 
not attacked. 

In many areas efforts are being made 
along these lines but difficulties are real 
and progress is slow in every section of 
the nation. 

Now we have an important document 
that should be carefully studied by con- 
cerned people across the land. It is called 
“Where Shall We Live?” and it is a report 
of the Commission on Race and Housing, 
an independent citizens’ group formed 
in 1955. The commission is composed 
of able and nationally known leaders 
from many areas of life. Results of the 
three-year study are now available from 
the University of California Press, 
Berkeley 4, at $1.50 each; less in quanti- 
ties. 


The current volume is the first of five 
or six that are projected, dealing with 
various aspects of the housing question. 

Presbyterians will be interested to see 
that the report quotes this action: 


“The 168th General Assembly calls upon 
Christians who are contemplating the sale 
of property to see as of first importance 
the need of minority families for equal 
housing opportunities and adequate hous- 
ing, and to make their houses available 
to all qualified purchasers without regard 
to race. ... Urges sessions to bring Chris- 
tians together in covenants of open oc- 
cupancy which will stem the tendency 
toward ‘panic selling’ and stabilize their 
neighborhoods on a non-segregated basis.” 


This is called “‘a notable example of 
church policy.” 


Deathbed “Conversion” in 
Canada Raises Questions 


Canadian papers and others are carry- 
ing the story of the death of Senator 
Jacob Nicol in a Roman Catholic hos- 
pital in Sherbrooke in the province of 
Quebec in September. It is told here 
by Harold Trinier, editor of The Cana- 
dian Baptist: 

Senator Jacob Nicol, millionaire law- 
yer, publisher, and politician died recently 
at the age of 82. He was of Baptist par- 
ents and a longtime member of a Baptist 
Church. Two months before the Senator’s 
death he was admitted to a Roman Cath- 
olic Hospital suffering from a broken col- 
lar bone. His pastor visited him regular- 
ly, reading the Bible and offering prayer. 
At the Senator’s request, the Baptist pas- 
tor arranged for him to have the Lord’s 
Supper Aug. 28. Just before the commun- 
ion service, Mr. Nicol told his pastor 
that, should he not recover, he desired a 
funeral service to be conducted by his 
Baptist pastor and a Protestant under- 
taker. The Senator was under sedation 
because of continuing pain, but knew what 
he was doing. Imagine the shock of the 
Baptist pastor when he was informed 
the very next day that the Senator had 
become a Roman Catholic! The only wit- 
nesses to the “conversion” to Roman Ca- 
tholicism, if he ever made such a decision, 
were members of the hospital staff—all 
Roman Catholics. Mr. Nicol died a few 
days later and was buried under rites of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

We have nothing to say concerning 
the Roman Catholics of St. Vincent de 
Paul Hospital, except that it is not likely 
that they would have been so zealous to 
convert a dying Protestant, who was un- 
der heavy sedation, right after he had 
received communion from his own pastor, 
had he not been a man of such great prom- 
inence and such great wealth. This inci- 
dent will surely discourage other Protes- 
tants from patronizing Roman Catholic 
institutions. 

The Presbyterian Record, inserting ad- 
ditional information, then goes on to 
comment: 

The senators’ brothers and sisters and 
his nephew were as surprised and shocked 
as the Baptist pastor at the news that the 
senator was reputed to have become 4 
Roman Catholic. They were told nothing 
could be done, presumably because of the 
senator’s being now under heavy sedation 
and in a critical condition, until he re 
covered and was able to renounce his 
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Footnote to | Peter 1:3 


A LIFE OF HOPE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


*s FYORN ANEW to a life of hope” 

is Moffatt’s translation of the key 
phrase in 1 Peter 1:3. Phillips does much 
the same, with his “born again into a 
life full of hope.” The rsv is more nearly 
literal: “born anew to a living hope.” 
“Life of hope” is a fair paraphrase, at 
all events. What is a living hope? To 
judge from what Saint Peter says in the 
paragraphs that follow, it is a hope that 
works out in life, not a hope that stays 
on the shelf, not a hope to be taken out 
and looked at on Sundays only. It is a 
life-hope, not a book-hope. It is a life- 
time-hope, not an end-of-life hope. It 
is not an indulgence for escape from 
reality; it is rather an entrance into 
reality. It is not for optimists by nature, 
it is for every Christian. 

Contrast the life of hope with two 
other versions of the Christian life. One 
is the life of fear and trembling. There 
must be at least two varieties of this. 
One is the life that is full of tremors and 
doubts about itself. A stanza in an old 
hymn book expresses it precisely: 

“There’s a point I long to know, 

Oft it gives me anxious thought: 


Do I love the Lord or no? 
Am I his, or am I not?” 


A life for which that could be the 
theme-song would be Christian, in a 
sense. The person who wrote that song, 
if it was autobiographical, would have 
said, no doubt, that he was born again, 
or anyhow he hoped he was. But he would 
not be using “hoped” in Saint Peter’s 
sense. All he could mean by it would be 
“I strongly wish that this may be the case 
—but of course it may not—I often won- 
der. .. .” The person whose Christian 
life might be pictured by those four 
melancholy lines would probably tell you 
that before the time when he was born 
again (if he was born again!) he had no 
love for the Lord, he had no interest in 
his soul’s salvation. Since his rebirth, 
if he might call it that, he had certainly 
not been indifferent. He wanted to love 
the Lord, the only trouble was that he 





“conversion” to Roman Catholicism. 

The senator, who had lived his whole 
life as a staunch Protestant and as a 
faithful Baptist, was buried from the 
Roman Catholic St. Michel’s Cathedral in 
Sherbrooke. 

The Baptist pastor comforted the sen- 
ator’s broken-hearted brothers and sisters 
and their families. The senator had no 
children. His wife, the former Emilie 
Couture, who survives him, has been a 
patient in a Roman Catholic institution 
for the past five years. 

If the Baptists of Sherbrooke were sur- 
prised and shocked at the senator’s re- 
puted “conversion,” it might be well to 
note, to the credit of a great many Ro- 
man Catholic lay people, that they were 
incensed concerning the whole affair. 
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could never be quite sure that he did. 

Now surely we would agree that a per- 
son who wants to love the Lord and who 
is really anxious that he should belong 
to Christ, is a Christian. Most of us 
would agree with John Calvin that his 
very anxiety on that point is a pretty 
good indication that he is of the elect, 
that he has been born again. But still, 
in the light of Saint Peter’s “Life of 
Hope,” he cannot agree that his Christian 
life is in very good shape. At best, he 
was born anew from a life of indifference 
to a life of painful anxiety; and this is 
not the kind of Christian life the New 
Testament describes. 


HE OTHER VARIETY of the fear- 

and-trembling life is more common, 
and less Christian, though still, we must 
charitably think, Christian by intention. 
It is particularly common in the United 
States. It is the life dominated by fears 
for the future. Let it be the hydrogen 
bomb; or let it be Nasser, Krushchev, 
Nehru, Mao; let it be someone on the 
scared Christian’s black-list of (to him) 
suspicious Americans; even sometimes 
(for scared people have literally lost their 
wits) the Supreme Court or the Presby- 
terian Ministers’ Association. Whatever 
the bugaboos of this particular Christian 
may be, they seem to be leagued together 
to destroy our Christian Values, or Way 
of Life. Sometimes these fears may be 
justified; sometimes they are absurd. But 
the point is that the scared Christian— 
and not all the scared people are Chris- 
tian by any means—just has no hope in 
God, no hope in the future. He may be 
quite zealous for the Ark of the Lord, 
and feel that the loss of it is the major 
item in the coming catastrophe. But he 


can’t quite trust the Lord to look out for 
his own. 

In contrast to the fearers and the trem- 
blers are those whose version of the 
Christian life is pure complacency. We 
don’t get many of these in Presbyterian 
circles, but they are all around us. You 
wouldn’t have to look far, in most urban 
areas at all events, to find people who 
at meeting-time are ecstatic about what 
the Lord has done for them. They have 
been born again, they know it, they keep 
reminding themselves and others of it. 
And the proof of it is that they have been 
completely saved from sin. Some of them 
will assure you they haven’t committed 
a sin in years. They are just living in 
Beulah Land, world problems do not 
bother them; if there is anything wrong 
with the world, Jesus is coming right 
away and will attend to all that. They 
do have a hope of sorts, and they will 
talk of the “blessed hope” meaning Jesus’ 
immediate return. But it’s a kind of 
dated hope, that is (as one of this kind 
told the writer) if Jesus doesn’t come 
within the next few years there is no 
hope at all for the world. 


NOUGH of such parodies on the 

Christian life. The true new life is, 
as Saint Peter knew, a life of hope. But 
it is not a hope that hinges on the calen- 
dar, it is not a hope that hinges on one’s 
own wavering inner feelings, it is not a 
hope based on complacency about one’s 
moral life, it is not a hope based on any 
human system or arrangement. It is 
a hope centered in God. 


It is therefore a hope that does not 
wilt in the prospect of disaster, but can 
quietly contemplate the melting of the 
elements themselves, knowing that the 
same power that wrought in the rising 
again of our Lord works in every Chris- 
tian, a power that created the world we 
know and will control every yet un- 
dreamed-of world to come. 





AT EDINBURGH—These Presbyterian, U. S., 






— _ 


students are studying this 


year at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland: front row (I. to r.), James 
M. Cook, Walterboro, S. C., and Mrs. Cook, Clinton, S. C.; F. Hollings- 
worth Mitchell, Shreveport, La.; Mrs. Robert D. Miller, Leesburg, Va., and 
Mr. Miller, Charlottesville, Va. Second row: Robert F. Hunt, Greenville, 
S. C.; Robert L. Smith, Rockingham, N. C.; Perry H. Biddle, Jr., Oswego, 
S. C.; Holmes Rolston, 3d, Richmond, Va.; and Frank G. Nedbalek, Bryan, 
Texas. Others not in the picture: Mr. and Mrs. Wm. R. Goodman, Lexing- 
ton, Va.; Don M. Williams, Dallas, Texas; Leslie T. West, Delaplane, Va. 
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High School Students Are 
° ° 
Accepting Desegregation 

Notre Dame, Inp. (RNs)—High 
school students who are “independent of 
adult encouragement” rarely show any 
overt resistance to school desegregation, 
some 200 Catholic sociologists were told 
here. 

Father James F. Muldowney, S.]J., 
assistant professor of sociology at Wheel- 
ing (W. Va.) College, made this obser- 
vation in a report to the 20th annual 
convention of the American Catholic 
Sociological Society. The priest recounted 
results of his study on desegregation in 
five unidentified communities in five dif- 
ferent states which had compulsory racial 
segregation in their public schools before 
the 1954 Supreme Court decision. 

Among his other findings, Father Mul- 
downey disclosed that the size of a com- 
munity and its population distribution 
“do not seem to be significant deter- 
minants” in bringing about peaceful 
school desegregation. “Even the actual 
proportion of Negroes to whites in the 
community seems to be less important 
a factor in the change than is the defini- 
tion of the proportion in the minds of 
white people,” he said. 

The Jesuit sociologist noted that rural 
communities have greater difficulty mak- 
ing the transition than urban areas. He 
said that just about the worst climate for 
school desegregation would be “a pre- 
dominantly rural area with few Negroes 
living in segregated sections, and which 
had been forced to mix white and col- 
ored children by local court order.” 

Father Muldowney observed that the 
best prospect for an easy adjustment 
to school desegregation would be “‘a large 
city with clear residential segregation 
and with more than a quarter of the pop- 
ulation Negro, which had voluntarily 
accepted the Supreme Court’s decision 
to desegregate.” 


Differences Not Important 
Academic differences between white 
and colored students, he added, was not 
a significant factor in the ease or diffi- 
culty of the transition in the commu- 
nities studied. Nor did school grades 
seem to make a difference among the 
white and Negro students themselves. 
Father Muldowney told his fellow- 
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sociologists that when school teachers and 
administrators are desegregated profes- 
sionally, the chances are better that the 
schools where they work will be inte- 
grated more easily. “Familiarity of white 
teachers with Negroes gained from bi- 
racial professional meetings creates an 
atmosphere favorable to the acceptance 
of colored students in white schools,” he 
said. 


Theological Issues 
Studied for TV 


NEW YorK (RNS)—A group of Prot- 
estant church leaders and theologians met 
here to plan a series of network television 
programs and discuss what theological 
issues could and should be presented on 
TY. 

The meeting marked the first time that 
pastors and theologians have taken an 
active part in planning a TV network 
religious series. 

It was sponsored by the United Church 
of Christ’s Office of Communication for 
the National Council of Churches’ Broad- 
casting and Film Commission. 

Attending the  interdenominational 
meeting were professors from four col- 
leges and four theological seminaries, a 
number of local ministers and officials 
of several church bodies. 

Programs planned by the group will 
be televised next July and August on the 
NBC-TV Frontiers of Faith series. 


Efforts Directed at 
Inner City Problems 


NeW YorK (RNS)—Problems of inner 
city churches will be discussed by urban 
ministers in three regional workshops 
sponsored in 1959 by the Presbyterian 
Board of National Missions’ department 
for city and industrial work. 

The conferences are scheduled for 
Princeton (N.J.) Theological Seminary, 
June 23-25; McCormick Theological 
Seminary, Chicago, July 14-16; and San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, July 
21-23. 

They are designed to probe into the 
mission of the inner city church in the 
face of community change and shifting 
population. 

Attention will be focused on urban 
areas which have high mobility rates, 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A Coeducational Junior College 
At Statesville, North Carolina in the foot- 
hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Non- 
denominational. Fully accredited. High 
standards. Small classes. Excellent instruc- 
tion. Preparation for advanced academic 
work: specific vocational training. 
* Basic Liberal Arts 
* Terminal Business Education 
* Voice + Piano «+ Organ 
Informal student activities. Campus dorm 
for women, approved town residences for 
men. Delightful climate. Easily accessible. 
Est. 1856. Scholarships, work opportunities. 
Liberally endowed. Rates: $794. Catalog. 
John P. Montgomery, President 
Mitchell College, Statesville, N. C. 








great population densities, low income 
levels, and above average rates for de- 
linquency, broken families, fire loss and 
dope addiction. 


Faith Healing “Quacks” 
Are Hit by Canadian 


WINNIPEG, MAN. (RNs)—Divine heal- 
ing must be placed on a more scientific 
basis to defeat “the army of quacks, lay 
and clerical,” who practice it, W. Gordon 
Maclean of Winnipeg, former Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Canada, said here. 

Writing in The Presbyterian Record, 
official organ of the denomination, he de- 
clared that the “quacks,” whether clergy- 
men or Christian Science practitioners 
flourish only because the laws which reg- 
ulate healing are imperfectly known.” 

Dr. Maclean, now minister of Win- 
nipeg’s First Presbyterian Church, said 
that Christian Science has definite limi- 
tations and urged “physicians of the body 
and physicians of the soul” to come near- 
er to one another. 

“Before making unwarranted claims 
that are sometimes extremely dubious,” he 
wrote, “the church should combine with 
the practice of medicine to perfect a prac- 
tical and real technique of divine heal- 
ing.” 

Commenting on spiritual healing as 
practiced by Christian Scientists, Dr 
Maclean said they are inspired by a 
sense of Christian charity and deserve 
thanks for stimulating the church to re- 
view its entire position regarding divine 
healing. 

However, he stressed that “in a sense, 
all healing, whether spiritual or medical, 
is divine healing.” 

Although it would be ‘“‘stupid” to deny 
that Christian Science has failed to help 
the sick, the minister said, no one knows 
how many lives might have been saved 
if Christian Science practitioners had 
called in trained physicians in some cases 
of illness. 

Despite the “grave failures” of the 
Christian Scientists, he said, in hundreds, 
if not thousands, of cases where serious 
illness has been due to mental and spirit- 
ual maladjustment, Christian Science has 
helped. 

But Dr. Maclean condemned the prac- 
tice of divine healing started by Mary 
Baker Eddy, founder of Christian 
Science, as an “unscientific system which 
misrepresents facts.” 

He said Mrs. Eddy’s system “runs 
counter to New Testament facts, and is 
wholly unscientific in the accepted sense 
of the word.” 

While paying Mrs. Eddy tribute for 
her “good intentions,” Dr. Maclean said, 
“We must insist that nothing has cor- 
rupted the Christian religion so pro- 
foundly as the unethical magic which in 
many different forms has pervaded this 
system.” . 
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We are pleased to be designated the American 


distributor of important publications of the 


Added: Fall of 1958; Nos. 1-a; 2; 
3-a; 31, 32, 33, 34. One each 
of off 7: Speciel........ $4.95. 


Church of Scotland 


This arrangement provides for prompt and easy access to many publications by noted Scottish 
churchmen. These books and pamphlets are produced in modest form, inexpensively with limp 
or paper binding. They are suitable for such uses as these: 


Elective classes for adults and young people 


Summer conference courses 
Intensive Bible studies (iong or short) 
Midweek church and Bible studies 


Here are the titles now available to you: 


101. DRAFT CATECHISM of the Church of Scotland; 80 pages 
of discussion material in the language of today, dealing with the 
pivotal beliefs of the church. Ideal for class study for adults and 
Pe EE AT ECE ae ET LPS SENSIS, Me eT 25¢ 





FOUR-YEAR STUDY COURSE (1-4) 

1. THE PREPARATION FOR CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT. Adam C. Welch; 192 pp. --__--__--__--___-____-. $1.00 
l-a. TEACHER’S HANDBOOK. W. M. Wightman. Added help 
to accompany the text. a 30¢ 

2. THE LIFE AND TEACHING OF JESUS. CHRIST. Jeune “ 
Stewart. 192 pp. Abingdon Press publication. No. 2 in the 4-year 
study. i sip hittin sensation iltnen destin ts . 

3. THE ‘STORY OF THE CHURCH. J. Aulay Steele & A. dé: 
og aati 99. .--- $1.00 

3-a. MEMBERS’ HANDBOOK. j. Ww. Manan. ‘To be used 
with the text. -___-- ____-- 30¢ 
4. CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE. A. C. Crain, O. B. 
Milligan, D. M. Baillie; 192 pp. Ten chapters on major beliefs; five 
on the sacraments; and eight on Christian living. _______- $1.00 





5. THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN. G. M. Dryburgh. 142 pp. 
Problems of conduct and a Christian approach. Some titles: Money, 
work, leisure, suffering, home, Sunday. eee 
6. CONCERNING CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. John Howat; 
151 pp. Studies in the meaning and nature of the church. _- 75¢ 
7. CONCERNING THE FAITH IN CHRIST. John Howat; 207 
pp. Studies in the Christian faith: What is man? Our Father; Holy 
Spirit; Word of God—21 chapters, ______- aS 
8. ST. LUKE’S LIFE OF CHRIST. W. M. Wightman: 112 pp. 
An admirable brief study under 24 topics; chiefly for young people 


but interesting for older. ______ —— *: 
9. THE LIFE OF OUR LORD (Mark’ s Geel). W. M. Wight- 
man; 98 pp. Young people; helpful for all ages. 50¢ 
10. JUDGMENT UPON THE NATIONS. W. Steven. 36 pp. 
Seven lessons from the Prophet Amos. ____-_~- E : 25¢ 


11. THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD. R. Stuart Louden. 55 pp. 
First Corinthians in 10 lessons. ________ = 
12. THE PROPHET OF HOPE. Wm. “Meiklejohn, 2 pp. The 
Prophet Jeremiah—15 lessons, __-____-______ 35¢ 
13. GENESIS 1-12. D. M. G. Stalker. 62 pp. Seven lessens dealing 
with the basic problems, ____------__- ites cast ss 
14, DEUTERONOMY. T. S. Crichton. 63 | pp. . elie lessons. 35¢ 
15. THE WIDENESS OF GOD’S MERCY. Wn. C. Hay. -- 

5¢ 


Four lessons, __ 
16. LET US HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. Effie R. Gray. 109 
pp. Seventeen lessons on how God speaks, --_-----__-__-_____75¢ 
17. GOD’S PEOPLE ISRAEL. John Mauchline. 224 pp. A com- 
prehensive and interesting study of what the Old Testament is all 
about. eects ae $1.00 
18. RIGHT WAYS OF LIVING. Geo. M. Dryburgh. 141 pp. A 
popular approach in teaching youth groups. Topics include: Have 
You Any Idols? Making the Impossible Happen. Four Kinds of 
Soil. ae A 75¢ 
19. AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST. Wm. Reser. 171 pp. The 
life and teaching of Paul in 27 chapters. __-____ Secgcaces ae 
20. AND JESUS SAID. Wm. Barclay. 215 pp. A headbesk on the 
parables of Jesus. (See also No. 32) ~----- _____- $1.00 
21. HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR HERITAGE. G G. ‘Conon. 191 
pp. Some landmarks in the church’s advance. John Knox, the 
Covenanters and many heroes you should know. ee 
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For high school and college classes 
Weekend retreats of church groups 
For your home or family library 

For your church library. For your study 


22. HEROES OF THE FAITH. Wn. Steven. 170 pp. Short 
biographies of Christian heroes like Kagawa, Florence Nightingale, 
Schweitzer, Mary Slessor, Wm. Temple, etc. __-_----__--__--75¢ 
23. GOD AND ISRAEL. G. T. Wright. 136 pp. Chapter 1: The 
Beginnings of the Nation: Abraham; —_— 24: The Messianic 
Hope. . mes see e ene eee 
24. CHART FOR ADVENTURE. | 63 pp- Methods " Bible study 
—very helpful and suggestive in getting Bible study out of a 


"eee a Se neeEnen SSS Ee Le he Eee 
25. PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS. Alice M. Scrimgeour. 42 
pp. Seven studies for Youth Fellowships, ___________________. 25¢ 
26. LIVELY ORACLES. Ian Pitt-Watson. 60 pp. Seven studies 
for Youth Fellowships on great Bible themes. _____-----___ 35¢ 


27. CLUB WORSHIP. 48 pp. A guide for leaders of worship in 
youth groups. Helpful materials. _.......______.._._____.. 35¢ 
28. THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. O. B. Milligan. 16 pp. 
(From Christian Faith and Practice.) ......______-..._..__- 15¢ 
29. HOLY COMMUNION. O. B. Milligan. 52 pp. (From Christian 
a Oe iS et ae 25¢ 
30. YOUR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. To be given to the new 
members. You will like this. __.__.5¢ ($4 per 100) 
31. THE GOSPEL OF LIFE (John’s Gospel). John McConnachie. 
136 pp. A rewarding 24-unit study of the Fourth Gospel. ______75¢ 
32. AND HE HAD COMPASSION ON THEM. William Barclay. 
292 pp. This is the great Glasgow scholar’s handbook on the 
miracles of the Bible. Read the Foreword; it is crucial. __ $1.50 
33. CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. J. Aulay Steele. 61 pp. A six-ses- 
sion course on the history of world missions, _-________-__-__-35¢ 
34. A DAY-BOOK OF PRAYER. For young men and women, and 


older. Daily devotions for four weeks, prayers for special occasions. 


a ES eee eich MEATS Se dhe e 75¢ 
35. ONE EACH OF ALL TITLES LISTED HERE 
(total: $22.40) _________- RATE 


NOTE—In some of these titles the word “Junior” or ‘’Senior”’ is 
used but they do not refer to the same ages in Scotland as in this 
country. Most of these items will be useful both to young people’s 
and adult groups. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 


Please send me the following from your Church of Scotland 
materials: Quantities of the books or pamphlets as indicated: 
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CT One each of all 38 titles ($22.40 value) only_____--- $20 

Ne 
(please print) 
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I enclosed in payment. ~_—(x) Send the bill. 
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Memorial Gifts Support 
a Cause that Neuer Dies 


A donation to the permanent funds of the Board of World 
Missions can establish an appropriate and lasting Memorial to 
one who has dedicated his or her life to Christ. 


Many Memorials on our books have been created in honor of a 
person who has passed away, many in honor of one still living. 


Memorials are often started with a small amount and added 
to from time to time, either by the original donor or by others, 
thus growing over the years into a sizeable fund. 


A\ll investment income from Memorial funds goes into the work 
of Foreign Missions, perpetually helping the cause in which the 
one thus honored was deeply concerned. 


It you are interested in establishing a Memorial to someone 
you love, please write us for further information. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoarpD oF HORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 






POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


‘Yo Forergu AUisstons a Share” 











Fourteen Seminaries Get 
Gift of Recorded Sermons 


Fourteen theological seminaries are 
each the beneficiaries of gifts of 100 tapes 
of recorded sermons of ministers. The 
donor is Harlow M. Russell, of Booth- 
bay Harbor, Me., who has established in 
each seminary the Susan V. Russell Li- 
brary, of which these tapes are a nucleus 
or an important addition. 

Mr. Russell’s first gift like this was to 
the extent of $10,000 to Andover-Newton 
Seminary in Newton Centre, Mass. 

Other seminaries sharing in the recent 
gift include the following: 

Austin (Texas) Presbyterian 

Boston University School of Theology 

Bangor (Maine) 

Candler School of Theology (Georgia) 

Columbia (Georgia) 

Gammon (Georgia) 

Lutheran (South Carolina) 

McCormick (Illinois) 

Princeton (New Jersey) 

Union (New York) 

University of the South (Tennessee) 

Vanderbilt (Tennessee) 

Yale (Connecticut) 

It is anticipated that funds from other 
sources will be contributed to establish 
such libraries in other seminaries. 


Missionaries Must 


File Tax Reports 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—The U.S. 
Internal Revenue Service has issued a 
warning that all American missionaries 
serving abroad must file income tax re- 
ports for the year 1958 even if their in- 
come is tax exempt on the ground that 
they have established a bona fide foreign 
residence. 

Hitherto, missionaries whose income 
was exempt from U.S. taxation because 
of foreign residence have not been re- 
quired to file reports. 

Congress, however, has changed the 
low so as to require all U.S. citizens 
living and working abroad to file. The 
Internal Revenue Service is ready to sup- 
ply through U.S. consulates abroad Form 
2555 upon which missionaries may state 
their claim to tax exemption. 

If all their income is tax exempt, they 
need file only this and the name and ad- 
dress portion of the regular U.S. income 
tax Form 1040. There has been no change 
in the rules determining tax exemption, 
the Internal Revenue Service pointed out, 
save that a report must be made on all 
income. 

For those missionaries who may have 
a portion of their income from taxable 
sources, the Internal Revenue Service has 
issued a comprehensive information 
booklet entitled “Tax Guide for U-S. 
Citizens Abroad, 1959 Edition” (Publi- 
cation No. 54) which may be obtained 
on request. 

It is estimated that 28,000 American 
missionaries are now serving abroad. The 
deadline for their returns is April 15, 
1959, the same as for taxpayers at home. 
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Jesus Reveals 


His Authority 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 25, 1959 
Matthew 21:1-27. Printed Lesson vss. 12-13, 23-27 


Why do men believe in Jesus? Why do 
they accept his claims and yield to his 
demands? What, in other words, is his 
authority? That question was raised in 
Jesus’ day, as it may also be raised in 
ours. To understand the question as it 
was raised in Jesus’ day (and also in 
our own) let us turn to our lesson for 
the week. 

1. Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem, 

21:1-11 

Between Jericho and Jerusalem, about 
fifteen miles from the former, were the 
two little towns of Bethpage and Bethany. 
The exact location of Bethpage is not 
known, but Bethany was on the road, 
just where it begins to slope up the 
Mount of Olives on the far side from 
Jerusalem. In it was the home of Simon 
the leper (Mark 14:3), also that of Mary 
and Martha and Lazarus. The Mount 
of Olives was on the eastern outskirts of 
Jerusalem. It rose 200 feet above the 
temple and 2,600 feet about the level of 
the Mediterranean. As Jesus approached 
these little villages, he sent two of his 
disciples on ahead, probably to Bethany, 
saying to them, “Go to the village that 
lies in front of you, and you will find 
an ass tied there, and a colt with her. 
Untie her and bring them to me. If any- 
one says anything to you, you are to say, 
‘The Master needs them,’ and he will 
send them at once.” It may be that Jesus 
had made the arrangements for this trans- 
action beforehand; but even if he had 
not he was well known in Bethany and 
had many friends there who would be 
glad to lend him a donkey on request 
(donkeys were about as numerous in a 
Palestinian village as automobiles in one 
of our own). 

The disciples did as Jesus directed, 
and soon returned with the two animals. 
An unused colt, of course, would not be 
provided with trappings. The disciples, 
therefore, put some of their own garments 
on to serve as a saddle. Jesus, mounting 
the animal, then started on the last few 
miles to Jerusalem. 

The crowd was quick to catch at the 
clue which Jesus had offered them. Many 
took their coats and spread them on the 
road which Jesus was to traverse. Still 
others strewed leaves cut from the fields. 
To spread garments and leaves in this 
way was a part of the reception given a 
king by an enthusiastic town (compare 
the reception which New York gives its 
visiting celebrities, noisy horns, piercing 
whistles, and tons of torn paper). Evi- 
dently the people were welcoming Jesus 
to the capital of the nation as the Mes- 
sianic king foretold by the prophets. This 
is made plain by the shouts that accom- 
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panied their action: “(1) Hosannah to 
the Son of David; (2) Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord; (3) Ho- 
sannah in the highest.” 

The words themselves are from the 
118th Psalm, ‘‘the Messianic Psalm,” the 
last one of the five ‘“Hallel” Psalms, 
which were sung by the people as they 
wended their ways around the altar at 
the great festivals. Their use on this 
occasion indicated that they were pro- 
claiming Jesus as the Messiah whose 
coming the Psalms were supposed to 
predict. 

Luke tells us that some of the Phari- 
sees among the multitude said unto him, 
“Teacher, rebuke thy disciples.” Jesus 
answered, “I tell you that if these shall 
hold their peace the stones will cry out,” 
a proverb showing the impossibility of 
checking their enthusiasm. This same 
writer also tells us that when Jesus 
reached the bend of the road, from which 
a commanding view of Jerusalem first 
appears, he broke out into a lament, be- 
wailing the fact that the city did not 
recognize the things which belonged unto 
peace. (19:42) 

We come now to the significance of 
Jesus’ triumphal entry. Quite evidently, 
Jesus meant it to be (1) a declaration of 
his Messiahship. This is the more sig- 
nificant in that it was the first such 
declaration that Jesus made to the public. 
Now, in a picturesque and unmistakable 
manner he offers himself to the nation as 
their promised Deliverer. The fact that 
Jesus did intend his entrance to be a 
proclamation of his Messiahship lies on 
the surface of the narrative. He con- 
sciously and deliberately fulfilled Zecha- 
riah’s prophecy concerning the coming 
of the Messiah, and not only allowed his 
followers to interpret his entrance in this 
way, but refused to silence them when the 
Pharisees urged him to do so. 

The reason jesus now, for the first 
time, publicly declared that he was the 
Messiah is not hard to understand. To 
have done so hitherto would have invited 
misunderstanding and wrecked his pro- 
gram, so different from that expected of 
the Messiah. Even if the populace had 
not been stirred to revolt against their 
Roman overlords, the authorities of 
church and state would have moved at 
once to crush a movement so dangerous 
to the peace of the state. 

But now at last it was time to act. 
Herodians and Pharisees, political rulers 
and ecclesiastics, had banded together to 
bring his ministry to an end. To conceal 
his claim any longer would also be to 
invite misunderstanding. For three years 
he had carried on his ministry up and 


down the length and breadth of the land, 
and now at last he offers himself to the 
nation as their promised Messiah. 

But Jesus means his triumphal entry 
to be (2) a revelation of the nature of 
his Messiahship. The people expected 
a political deliverer, a conquering hero, 
who would lead them in throwing off the 
bondage of Rome. As he entered the city 
on a colt, the foal of an ass, Jesus de- 
clared that he came not as a military 
leader, but as the Prince of Peace. No 
warrior ever rode on an ass, for that 
beast was the symbol of peace, while 
the horse, on the other hand, was the 
symbol of war. As Jesus entered the city, 
amid the plaudits of the crowd, he def- 
initely and deliberately reminded them 
of the prophecy of Zechariah: “Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Jerusalem; Lo 
your King comes to you; triumphant and 
victorious is he, humble and riding on 
an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass. I 
will cut off the chariot (i.e., the battle 
chariot) from Ephraim (i.e., Israel), and 
the war horse from Jerusalem; and the 
battle bow shall be cut off; and he shall 
command peace to the nations. His do- 
minion shall be from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth.” 
(9:9-10) 

In offering himself to the nation as 
Zechariah’s Prince of Peace, Jesus was 
urging the people to abandon the idea 
of world dominion based on force, to 
reject the unceasing propaganda of the 
Zealots (a secret revolutionary party) 
to rise against Rome with the sword, to 
cease to look for a Messiah who would 
enable them to crush their enemy beneath 
their feet, and to accept his program, the 
program, which he had outlined in the 
Sermon on the Mount, to cherish good 
will toward all peoples, even the Samari- 
tans whom they despised, and their con- 
querors, the Romans, whom they hated. 

Jesus foresaw, however, that the na- 
tion would not accept a Messiah advocat- 
ing peaceful means, and, therefore, as 
he caught his first glimpse of the city, 
the tears could not be checked (Luke 
19:41-44). Only twice are we told that 
Jesus wept, once at the grave of Lazarus, 
out of sympathy for his friends, and here 
as he looked upon the city, doomed to 
destruction at the hands of its enemies 
because of its own shortsighted policy. 
He was the Christ, but not the Christ the 
people wanted. He saw clearlv that the 
people’s refusal of his peaceful program 
meant ultimately war with Rome. And 
he was right. A generation later the 
people arose in a mad revolt against their 
conqueror. Luke 19:43-44 contains a 
striking picture of what actually hap- 
pened at the capture of Jerusalem by 
Titus in A.D. 70. And this disastrous 
war with Rome, which brought indescrib- 
able suffering to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and sealed the fate of the Jewish 
nation, came because the Jewish people 
could not be weaned from the hope of a 
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great political deliverance through phys- 
ical force. 


ll. The Cleansing of the Temple, 

21:12-17 

In Matthew’s account the cleansing of 
the temple seems to follow immediately 
upon his first entrance into the city. 
Mark’s more chronological arrangement, 
however, indicates that it was on the fol- 
lowing day. He had indeed entered the 
Temple on Sunday, and “looked it over.” 
Monday morning he returned to do what 
his preliminary investigation had shown 
to be necessary. He began to cast out 
them that sold and them that bought in 
the temple, and overthrew the tables of 
the money-changers, and the seats of 
them that sold the doves. 

How did Jesus justify his daring ac- 
tion? He said to them, “It is written, 
my house shall be called a house of 
prayer, but you make it a den of rob- 
bers.” He did not charge them with 
desecrating the temple by their trade 
(the selling of doves and the exchanging 
of money was permissible in the outer 
courts of the temple, and was a great 
convenience to the multitude of pilgrims 
who flocked to the Holy City at the time 
of the great feasts); he did charge them 
with desecrating the temple by their dis- 
honest business. “‘A den of robbers,’ ” 
says Davies, “aptly describes the methods 
of these men. Just as the pilgrims of 
Mecca today are outrageously fleeced, so 
they were in Jerusalem in the days of 
Jesus.” The temple trade was a monopoly 
in the hands of the Sadducees, who were 
the political and economic rulers of the 
city (under the Romans), as well as the 
custodians of the temple. Pilgrims to the 
great feasts were, in effect, forced to buy 
in these protected markets. A lamb might 
be purchased at a lower price elsewhere 
in the city, but would probably be re- 
jected by the temple officials as unfit. 
The graft connected with the temple mar- 
kets was indeed a public scandal. Curses 
on the Sadducean priesthood for its greed 
became embedded in the Talmud. 

Jesus not only cleansed the temple of 
this dishonest traffic, but publicly brand- 
ed the merchants (and by implication, 
their masters, the Sadducees) as robbers. 
Rather strong language against regularly 
licensed merchants in a “legitimate” busi- 
ness—but the truth. 

Jesus cleansed the temple not only 
because he wished to strike at a great 
public wrong, but also because he wished 
to appeal for the support of the people, 
as Over against the Sadducees who 
wished to profit at their expense. Malachi 
had prophesied that the Messiah would 
begin his work by cleansing the temple. 
Pilgrims to the feast had proclaimed him 
to be the Son of David, as he entered the 
city. Now, by a dramatic, and at the 
same time a prophetic, movement, he acts 
in such a way that the whole city is 
aroused. The fact that his action was 
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recognized as Messianic is made plain 
by the cries of the children in the temple 
area. But his action mortally offended 
the chief priests. They were responsible 
for the temple traffic, and they profited 
enormously thereby. And they were the 
ones who would suffer if Jesus’ claims 
were accepted. The lines were now clearly 
drawn. Would the people follow Jesus’ 
daring leadership, or would they submit 
to the leadership of their constituted re- 
ligious and political authorities? 


lll. The Withering of the Fig 
Tree, 21:18-22 


On Monday Jesus came to Jerusalem, 
apparently without his breakfast. It was 
April, early yet for figs, but the fact that 
this particular fig tree, evidently growing 
in some sheltered nook, had put forth 
leaves, which came ordinarily only after 
the appearance of the figs, indicated that 
here could be found some of those early 
figs, which dwellers in Palestine so great- 
ly relished. But the tree had borne leaves 
and nothing more. Jesus thereupon pro- 
nounced its doom: ‘“‘Let there be no fruit 
from thee hence forward forever.” And 
the next morning the disciples saw plain- 
ly that the tree was dead. 

The whole incident can be best under- 
stood as an acted parable or, as some 
suggest, a rewriting of the parable re- 
corded in Luke 13:6-9. It is quite plain 
that Jesus’ mind was filled during these 
last days with the fate which Israel must 
expect as a result of its rejection of him 
as the Messiah, and particularly with 
the fate of Jerusalem. “It is its profuse 
profession of zeal for God, and perhaps 
its enthusiastic welcome of the Messiah, 
which is condemned as worthless, and 
worse than worthless, because it gives 
a promise of fruit which is not there: 
and its speedy destruction will be the 
immediate consequence of these barren 
professions.” The immediate application 
was for the Holy City, but there is a 
wider application for us all. Individuals 
and communities alike must be spirit- 
ually fruitful or perish. 


IV. The Question of Authority 
When Jesus returned to the temple area 
on the following morning he was met by 
a formidable array of chief priests and 
scribes and elders (cf. Mark 11:27). 
Particularly significant is the presence of 
the high priests, the princely aristocrats, 
who controlled the temple and profited 
from its revenues. Hitherto they had not 
been active in their opposition to Jesus. 
Stung into activity by his action of the 
preceding day, they assume now the lead- 
ing role which they retain to the end. 
“By what authority are you doing these 
things?” they asked, ‘‘and who gave you 
this authority?” They refer evidentiy to 
Jesus’ high-handed action in interfering 
with the arrangements which they had 
sanctioned for the Temple trade, and to 
his open denunciation of this trade, from 


which they personally profited, as noth- 
ing less than robbery. His followers had 
welcomed him into the city as the Mes- 
sianic King. Did he claim Messianic 
authority for this arbitrary interference 
with the Temple usage? The question 
was probably intended to entrap him. If 
he disclaimed such Messianic authority 
he would be discredited with his follow- 
ers; if he claimed it he could be accused 
of blasphemy (cf. 26:65), or turned over 
to the Romans. 

Jesus replied that he would answer 
their question if they would first make a 
decision regarding the authority of John 
the Baptist. Was it from heaven or from 
men? This counter-question threw the 
delegation into confusion. It is signif- 
icant that they were disturbed not about 
the difficulty of knowing or stating the 
truth, but only about the consequences of 
their reply. “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ 
we are afraid of the multitude: for all 
hold that John was a prophet.” Faced 
by such a dilemma, they finally con- 
fessed, “We do not know.” Jesus imme- 
diately responded, If this is the case I 
will not put before you the matter of my 
authority. 

Jesus’ answer silenced his opponents 
and left him with the prestige of victory. 
At the same time it contained a real 
answer to their question. His words im- 
plied very clearly that the nature and 
source of his authority were, like John’s, 
derived immediately from God, i.e., were 
prophetic in character. He raised the 
question about John because it contained 
a test of their fitness to judge the matter 
of divine authority. It was as if he had 
asked: How do you judge of such things? 
If you hold that divine authority is com- 
municated externally and through regu- 
lar channels, then I have no credentials 
to offer. But if you recognize that it 
comes inwardly and is attested by its 
fruits, then I can place my credentials 
before you. Refusing to answer the ques- 
tion concerning John’s authority, they 
disqualified themselves as judges of Jesus’ 
authority. For his authority—then and 
today—comes not from man but from 
God, and is attested by the witness of 
the Spirit within (to the heart and the 
conscience of mankind) and is confirmed 
by our response to his demands (“If any 
man’s will is to do his will, he shall 
know whether the teaching is from God 
or whether I am speaking on my own 
authority’—John 7:17). 

“Tesus said, in effect, that when truth 
is spoken it rings on the conscience as 
a true coin rings on stone,” comments Dr. 
Buttrick (The Interpreter’s Bible). 

“Like light, it needs no validation; light 
is its own evidence. If we tried to prove 
light by anything beyond itself we would 
have to use light for the proof. Thus every 
man has the primal gift to recognize 


truth. There are perversities and an evil 
bias in his nature, but the Holy Spirit 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections include 
the following titles: 

PasTORAL PsycHoLocy, January— 
Man and Wife, Emily Hartshorne Mudd 
and Aron Krich. W. W. Norton & Co., 
Inc. 

PuLPIT, January—Faces About the 
Christ, Holmes Rolston, John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Va. 

RELIcIous, January— That They 
Might Have Life, Edward Rogers, Chan- 
nel Press, N. Y. Invitation to Commune, 
Charles R. Goff, Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 





x * * 


Among recently published books by 
Presbyterian authors: 

I Believe in Immortality, by John Suth- 
erland Bonnell, Fifth Avenue church, 
New York City, in the “Know Your 
Faith” series of Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 93 pp., $1.25. 

Faces About the Christ, (see above), 
by Holmes Rolston, Presbyterian, U. S., 
editor-in-chief of Christian education 
materials, John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 215 pp., $3.50. 

Life’s Hidden Power, The Gift of the 
Spirit, by Louis H. Evans, Presbyterian, 
U.P., USA, National Missions minister- 
at-large and asscciate general secretary, 
154 pp., $2.50. 

* * * 

Trevor Huddleston, a well-known An- 
glican priest who worked for many years 
in South Africa, has been awarded the 
annual prize of the International League 
to Oppose Racial Prejudice and Anti- 
Semitism for his book, Who Is My 
Neighbor? 





working in him yet convicts him ‘of sin 
and of righteousness and of judgment’ 
(Jn. 16:8). Pride, especially the pride of 
rank and greed, tempts us to evasions. 
‘We cannot tell,’ said the delegation from 
the Sanhedrin. If they had not feared the 
people, to whom John was a hero, they 
would have answered Jesus with a lie. 
They had been convicted by John’s truth 
and more deeply by Christ’s truth, but 
their prestige and comfort were more im- 
portant than truth. And we? The N. T. 
is a transcript of our age. The words of 
Jesus, whether in the Bible or on the lips 
of some lonely prophet of our time con- 
vict us.” 


But so often our pride, or our comfort 
turn us away from his demands, from the 
Spirit who would lead us in his ways 
rather than our own. By what authority, 
we ask, and answer, we cannot tell, or 
choose deliberately the one which min- 
isters to our vanities. Buttrick continues: 


“Thus we sin against light, which is al- 


ways its own evidence. If only we would 
face the light! If only the Sanhedrin had 
admitted, ‘This is truth, and we are con- 
victed.” But instead, they sent Jesus to 
his death—and themselves and their na- 
tion to a miserable doom.” 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrichted by the Divi- 


sion of Education. National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 
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SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK. By Rita F. 
Snowden. Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. 
128 pp., $1.95. 

Books of daily devotional which com- 
mand both intellectual respect and reli- 
gious assent are all too uncommon. Here 
is one. Written by a British Methodist 
lay woman and published by an Ameri- 
can Lutheran firm, the book’s global 
concerns, wide reading background and 
broad human interests amply validate its 
promise to relate Christian devotion to 
everyday experiences. The reader is led 
to feel that in the author he has a new 
friend in Christ, and is the better for it. 

PAUL LESLIE GARBER. 
Decatur, Ga. 


REPENT OR ELSE! The Seven Letters of 
Revelation. By Vance Harner. Fleming H. 
Revell, Westwood, N.J. 121 pp., $2.00. 

These twelve sermons on the Seven 
Letters take as their theme, “Repent. . . 
or else” (Rev. 2:5). The author, a Bap- 
tist evangelist, noting that five out of the 
seven churches needed to repent, suggests 
that this same proportion might hold true 
today. Seven of the chapters, accordingly, 
take up the themes of the seven churches 
(Ephesus-lovelessness, Smyrna-long suf- 
fering, Pergamus-laxity, Thyatira-liber- 
tinism, Sardis-lifelessness, Philadelphia- 
loyalty, and Laodacea-lukewarmness). 
The author deals freely with the “angel 
of the church,” applying this to the min- 
ister. He adds several chapters on the 
individual Christian, asks what is a great 
church, and closes with the affirmation 
that Jesus is Lord. 

The sermons have many valid remind- 
ers that church life is not measured ade- 
quately by statistics, prestige, or sheer 
activity. There are needed warnings 
against much of the glibness of modern 
religiosity. However, the book’s style 
with its constant effort for cleverness and 
cliché too often is characterized by this 
very glibness. For example, “efficiency” 
is contrasted with “Ephesiansy”; “The 
way out of a stupor is not by getting into 
a stew”’; ‘Some old timers may have acted 
like monks but the answer is not in act- 
ing like monkeys”; etc. We may grant 
the author his right to express his con- 
victions regarding cards, movies, and 


drinks—but to speak of Panmunjom and 
the difficult and unavoidable tension of 
cold war and coexistence as a failure of 
Christian nerve is both cavalier and ir- 
responsible. 

The book will appeal to those who like 
catch-phrases. This reviewer believes that 
the Seven Letters deserve better than jazz 
treatment. 

JoHN FREDERICK JANSEN. 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary. 


THE GOSPEL WE PREACH. By Sixty-five 
Lutheran Pastors. Augustana Press, Rock 
Island, Illinois. 347 pp. $3.50. 

We have here a group of sixty-five ser- 
mons on a series of Gospels for the 
Church year in the Lutheran lectionary, 
which means a sermon for every Sunday 
and for special days such as Christmas, 
New Year’s Day, St. Michael’s Day, etc. 
Cold print is not a fair test of a sermon, 
for a sermon is not an essay. A sermon 
is more than words, however lovely, how- 
ever commonplace; a sermon means 
words plus a preacher and the response 
of a worshipping congregation. 

These sermons have good qualities. 
There is earnestness in them. They are 
teaching sermons in the tradition of 
Lutheranism. They are true to the Scrip- 
tures and evangelical in spirit. They 
were without doubt helpful when deliv- 
ered. For a sermon to come alive in print, 
however, there must some other and ex- 
ceptional qualities: original thought; or 
striking illustrations; or the evidence of 
vivid imagination. Few of these sermons 
meet in any marked degree such tests of 
vitality. J. J. Murray. 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Through Natural Laws to the First Great 
Cause. S. S. Fisher. Greenwich Book Pub- 
lishers, N. Y. $3. 

Treatises and Sermons of Meister Eck- 
hart. James M. Clark and John V. Skinner. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $4. 

What's Right with Race Relations? Har- 
riet Harmon Dexter. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$4. 

Reflections in Rhyme. Gene Alden Sal- 
lada. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2. 








Pocket-size books of daily inspirational 
reading for the year ‘round. 


Christian Maturity 


Abundant Living 

Growing Spiritually 

Mastery 

The Way 

The Way to Power and Poise 
How to Be a Transformed Person 


order from your 
bookstore 





$1.75 
$1.50 
$1.75 
$1.75 
$1.50 
$1.50 


Abingdon Press 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

L. R. Scott, pastor of the First church, 
Rome, Ga., for the past 15 years, has been 
granted honorable retirement. He and 
Mrs. Scott will live at 18 Wisteria Dr., in 
Rome. 

Charles L. Kirby, from Tomahawk, 
N. C., to the First church, 1604 Arendell 
St., Morehead City, N. C. 

Clarence N. Morrison of the Drewry’s 
Bluff church, Richmond, Va., will become 
pastor of the Lawrenceville, Va., church 
Feb. 1. 

J. Hayden Laster, from Harriman, 
Tenn., to New Johnsonville, Tenn. 

David A. Bowles, from Vidalia, Ga., to 
the Venice-Nokomis church, Venice, Fla. 

Robert B. Siedentopf, from Bay Minette, 
Ala., to Box 1895, Pensacola, Fla. 

Wick Broomall, Due West, S. C., has 
been called to the Westminster church, 
Augusta, Ga. 

Jack L. Fleck, formerly of St. Albans, 
W. Va., has become pastor of the Falls 
View church, Charlton Heights, W. Va. 

Ralph E. McCaskill, Sr., from Gretna, 
Fla., to the First church, Box 443, Cairo, 
Ga. 

William W. Peters from Alderson, W. 
Va., to the Graham church, 204 W. Harden 
St., Graham, N. C. 








Presbyterian U. P. USA 

Donald F. Decker, from Rochester, Ind., 
to 6242 S. 56th St., Chicago 38, II. 

Kenneth R. Mitchell, from St. Louis, 
Mo., to 6048 Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 37, 
il. 

R. A. Dempsey, from Glen Ellyn, III, 
to 65 Forest Ave., New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Bernard Y. Spare, who retired from the 
active pastorate on Jan. 1, from San 
Mateo, Fla., to 340 S. Ridgewood Ave., 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Milton M. Boos, from Greensburg, Ind., 
to Belle Center, Ohio. 

Charles F. Richey, from Milford, Mich., 
to the First church, 529 Hendrie Blvd., 
Royal Oaks, Mich. 

Kenneth T. McGehee, Austin, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the St. Matthew 
church, Kansas City, Mo. 


DEATHS 

R. A. Lummus, 83, Edgemoor, S. C., of 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, died Dec, 24 in a Chester County, 
S. C., hospital. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in 
student. 


the individual 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 


modern building; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 











Paul Burgess, 72, missionary to Guate- 
mala for 44 years before his retirement 
in 1956, died Dec. 28 in Guatemala at 
Chichicastenango. Dr. and Mrs. Burgess 
have continued their work following re- 
tirement. A minister-son is Charles S. of 
Denver, Colo. 

Roy Howard Brown, 81, president of 
Silliman University in the Philippines, 
1932-37, died Dec. 28 in Pasadena, Calif., 
after a long illness. He served several 
pastorates in this country, was on the 
faculty of Union Seminary in Manila 
1937-41. Following retirement in 1947 he 
served on the staff of the First church, 
Pasadena. 


NORTHERNMOST 

John R. Chambers serves the northern- 
most congregation in the United Presby- 
terian, USA. He is pastor of the 561- 
member church in Alaska’s largest Eski- 
mo village. An experienced pilot, he flies 
the mission plane to mission outposts in 
his Arctic Parish.—Tarentum First Pres- 
byterian Church paper. 

FLORIDA CHAIN OF MISSIONS 

Presbyterians scheduled to speak on 
some dates in the Jan. 17—Feb. 20 Chain 
of Missionary Assemblies in 19 Florida 
cities include the following: 

The E. Raynard Areharts of Brazil, now 
on furlough in Richmond, Va. 

John Elder, secretary of the Presby- 
terian Mission in Iran and of the Inter- 
church Literature Committee of Iran. 

Harold Voelkel, Seoul, Korea. 

B. Frank Hall, Wilmington, N. C., pas- 
tor. 

J. Earl Jackman, secretary of the De- 
partment of Work in Alaska. 


Clifford Earle, Presbyterian, U. P. USA, 
secretary of Social Education and Action, 
Philadelphia. 

A. Russell Stevenson, New 
rector of Overseas Program, 
World Service, National 
Churches. 

The schedule by cities is as follows: 
Jacksonville, Jan. 17-20; Jacksonville 
Beaches, Jan. 18-19; Daytona-Halifax 
Area, Jan. 20-22; Deland, Jan. 21-23; Or- 
lando, Jan. 24-27; Mt. Dora, Jan. 25-26; 
Vero Beach, Jan. 27-28; Ft. Pierce, Jan. 
27-28; Ft. Myers, Jan. 29-30; Miami, Jan. 
31-Feb. 4; Ft. Lauderdale, Feb. 1-3; Palm 
Beaches, Feb. 4-6; Bradenton, Feb. -10; 
Sarasota, Feb. 8-10; Winter Haven, Feb. 
11-13; Lakeland, Feb. 11-13; St. Peters- 
burg, Feb. 15-19; Tampa, Feb. 15-18; 
Clearwater, Feb. 18-20. 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

INDIA: Marjorie Head, 221 Edgeware 
Rd., Christchurch, N. Z.; Vivian L. Trim- 
ble, 2542 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 

Korea: The Arthibald Campbells, 348 
Lindenwold Ave., Ambler, Pa. 

PAKISTAN: Anita Gregson, 239 S. Wat- 
kins Ave., Memphis 4, Tenn. 


FLORA MACDONALD MANAGER 
Silas M. Vaughn, Georgetown, Texas, 
has been named business manager of the 
now-developing Consolidated Presbyterian 
College, Laurinburg, N. C. At present 
Mr. Vaughn is assistant business manager 
of Southwestern University (Methodist) 
in Georgetown. He was formerly business 
manager of Davis and Elkins College, 
with earlier experience in the American 
University, Egypt, Presbyterian Junior 
College. Maxton, N.C., and elsewhere. 


York, di- 
Church 
Council of 





WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 





Maryville 
College 


(Founded 1819) 





A liberal arts, coeducational college related to the Pres- 
byterian Church USA., offering a well-balanced curricu- 
um in 26 major subject areas. Fully accredited. Students 
from 35 states and several foreign countries in student 
body of about eight hundred. Cost of $780 a year for tui- 
tion, board, room, and fees, with substantial reduction 
possible through widely-known Student Help Program. 


Address President Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 








FLORA 


FLORA 
MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 
Established 
1896 





The Vardell Scholarships 


MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


announces 


Write for information 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 
Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 

Second Semester begins January 26, 1959 

Louis C. LaMotte, President 


excellence for our 


Maxton, North Carolina 
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